Introduction

‘Bicycle street’ is an increasingly common term. In a previous study conducted by Goudappel Coffeng into experiences with bicycle streets, a bicycle street is described as: ‘A street within a residential area which acts as a major bicycle route, whose design is recognisable as such, but on which there is limited vehicle traffic’. An important feature of the bicycle street is that the position of the car is subordinate to that of the bicycle’. (Andriesse, Rinkel e.a. 2001).

The function of bicycle streets is thus clear. Bicycle streets are part of major bicycle routes, whose main function is to ensure the good, safe passage of large numbers of cyclists, mainly between and through districts (the connecting function). In addition, bicycle streets retain their function as a ‘normal’ residential street (the access function), which means that there is vehicle traffic, although bicycles have priority. However such function descriptions are rather vague. Discussions about bicycle streets therefore generally focus on the question: how should bicycle streets be designed? At present the Netherlands has no guidelines which take into account the function ‘passage’ for bicycle infrastructure. In wider terms, you could say that the debate regarding bicycle streets shows that when drawing up traffic policy, public authorities should think of more than just traffic safety. With respect to bicycle streets, it is also about bicycle policy, journey speed, comfort and, more generally, promotion of bicycle use.

Goudappel Coffeng carried out a study on behalf of the Fietsberaad (bicycle consultancy) aimed at examining the use, necessity and potential of bicycle streets. The research report was completed in November 2003: The use, the necessity and potential applications of bicycle streets. In edited form, it now appears as a Fietsberaad publication no. 6. In particular, photos of completed bicycle streets have been added in Part III.

This publication does not consist of chapters, but of three parts, each of which can be read independently of the other two parts.

Part I:

Main bicycle routes in practice

In descriptions of bicycle streets as functional concept, the term ‘main bicycle routes’ plays an important role. What are main bicycle routes in practice (with regard to function, relationship to other bicycle routes, design, etc.) and how many bicycle streets are there or would it be useful to create?

Part II:

The value of bicycle streets

A description of what bicycle streets could be at functional level: function, characteristics, position in bicycle networks, added value in practice.

Part III:

The design of bicycle streets

A catalogue presenting the many models which currently function in practice. The models are clustered according to design characteristics.

